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ESAM REOPENING ON JULY 31st

After a more than three-month mandatory closing of ESAM and other museums throughout the State,
with the Phase IV re-openings announced on July 1st, ESAM anticipated re-opening its doors to the
public in mid-July. Unfortunately, however, that date has had to be pushed back until July 31st because
of water problems at the museum.

Several restrictions and conditions are required by New York State related to museum operations, such
as limiting the number of visitors in any space at one time, social distancing, the requirement that all
visitors and staff wear masks, enhanced hygiene and cleaning protocols, drastically reducing group
tours/events, and curtailing access to hands-on exhibits to name a few.

Another state requirement for organizations to re-open includes preparation of a written Safety Plan,
outlining how the museum will comply with the new requirements and protocols to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. In this regard, I am happy to let you know that the plan has been created by a committee
chaired by Joyce Newkirk, who not only serves as the museum’s Treasurer, but Chief Operating Offi-
cer, as well. Other members of the committee include: Tim Burke, Lynn Chevalier, Larry
McArthur, Gary Davis, Mike Collins, Aaron Lauber, Ralph Rosenthal, and Kevin Millington. The
museum thanks all who volunteered for the committee, and especially thanks Tim and Lynn for contrib-
uting their expertise from planning for reopenings at other venues.

To successfully implement this plan and safely return to business, we will need our ESAM community
to pitch in! Joyce Newkirk, Gary Davis and Jeff Smith are hard at work cleaning, installing signage
and covering over hands-on exhibits that will not be in operation when the museum reopens. A critical
part of the reopening plan is a team of volunteer monitors working each day to help visitors enjoy the
museum and to assist them in observing the new protocols. As such, we welcome anyone who would
like to help out. If you are able to commit time to help ESAM reopen, please contact Joyce. To start
with, the museum plans to reopen on Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4 pm. Stay tuned for
an updated reopening date.

Unfortunately, on the morning of July 11th significant water damage was detected, first in the Commu-
nity Room ceiling, then in the second floor administrative offices and finally in the Gift/Admissions
Shop. The damage in the Community Room and administrative offices resulted from a roof leak. (See
photo on page 7.) The water in the Gift/Admissions Shop came from a water line leak.

A number of ESAM members and volunteers helped start drying out the areas that were affected.
Thanks to Gary B. Davis, Rich Bievenue, Peter Bergendahl, Bob Tomlinson, Joyce Newkirk and
Bill Denny for their efforts. In addition thanks to Dan Wilson and Rich Bievenue for building a tempo-
rary water diversion apparatus until roof repairs are made by professionals.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

First, I want to thank all those members who have contrib-
uted to ESAM and those who have responded with special
contributions. Your museum has lost the ability to maintain
a regular income during the virus cycle. Being closed does
not bode well for any business.

I would like to pass this piece of information along to our
members who are over 70 1/2 and retired. You can reduce
your tax bill when you donate to ESAM directly from your
retirement account.

Peter Russo

On June 3rd the Executive Committee met and discussed
installing the Concorde model in August. Installing the Concorde in August was also discussed at the
June 15th and July 20th Board of Trustees meeting. We’ve targeted August 29th as a potential installa-
tion date to commemorate the arrival of the real Concorde in 1987, when British Airways conducted a
“Trip to Nowhere” (Bermuda) from the Schenectady County Airport in less than two hours round trip.
Our model has the same ID number as the Concorde that made the “Flight to Nowhere” in 1987. Is it
coincidence or fate?

Hopefully, when the Concorde is in front of the main hangar, in full view from Route 50-Saratoga
Road, it will bring in the visitors and certainly remarks from the general public, “Did you see the Con-
corde at ESAM?”

We had plans for a major fundraising effort this past Spring and, with Schenectady County’s support,
hired a professional fund- - 2

raiser to assist us. Well,
you know what happened
in March and over the
past four months. Not
much to brag about.
However, Michele
Susko, our professional
fundraiser, will be guid-
ing us over the next few
months to reach our
goals.

Again, if you can volun-
teer a few hours a week
or donate a few dollars
for support, it will be
greatly appreciated.

Best regards,
Petern V. Russe, Sn.
ESAM President
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2020 ADOPT AN AIRPLANE PROGRAM
IS MOVING FORWARD

Recruitment of 2020 “adopters” for the museum’s Air Park aircraft is under-
way. The cost of adopting an airplane is $15 for individuals. Businesses
and groups are also eligible to adopt planes.

By adopting an airplane you are volunteering to wash the plane and perhaps
do other minor maintenance on the plane under the supervision of a member
of the Restoration Crew. Gary B. Davis is coordinating the program. If you
are interested in adopting an airplane, please see Gary or contact the ESAM
office.

ESAM ON LINE

While ESAM is working to reopen, we want you to know that the museum
has a vibrant on-line presence.

At our website, esam.org, we recently started a new series entitled Legends of
the Skies. The Legends of the Skies series will highlight the airplanes in
ESAM’s Airpark. In the first video, ESAM First Vice President Kevin Mil-
lington leads the viewer though an 11 minute description of the US Navy’s
F-14 Tomcat (see below). Thanks to Josh Nagy and Bob Vore for facilitat-
ing the video.

The website also includes a series of oral histories, videos of presentations
delivered at ESAM, past issues of Aeronotes, and past special events. As we
reopen it will again announce upcoming events.

The museum also has a presence on Facebook under the name Empire State
Aerosciences Museum. Check us out there too.

»

g ESAM Legends of the Skies - Grumman F-14 Tomcat o -
are

Watch later

AT

Empire State Aerosciences Museum
250 RUDY CHASE DRIVE
GLENVILLE, NY 12302
(»18) 377-2191
ESAM.ORG
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MODEL BI-PLANE IS RESTORED

Alfonzo DiBlasio and Gary Davis just com-
pleted restoring a model bi-plane that had
been outside Gallery 1.

The restoration included:

Disassembling the model
¢ Repainting the entire model

¢ OQutfitting the cockpit with real instru-
mentation

e Installing a new seat covering, and
e Installing new controls

They did a great job.

Right: The restored cockpit of the model
biplane

Below: Alfonse DiBlasio (left) and Gary
Davis (right) show off the model biplane
that they restored.
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SAAB JAS-39 GRIPEN
by Kevin Millington

In this issue, I am profiling one
of the best and little known
fighters in the world, the Saab
JAS-39 Gripen. The Gripen is a
lightweight, multi-role, single-
engine aircraft, and both single
and two-seat variants are in ser-
vice.

Development of the Gripen be-
gan in 1979, as Sweden was
looking for a replacement for its
aging fleet of J-35 Draken and
JA-37 Viggen fighters. Like its
predecessors, the Gripen was designed for performance, flexibility, and the ability to operate from short
runways, including highways, with a take-off run of only 1,600 ft.

The Gripen’s high performance and multi-role capability is based on its unique design elements and
advanced avionics. The aircraft features a delta wing, with a large canard control surface, which pro-
vides exceptional maneuverability and a top speed of Mach 2. The plane is also designed to perform
both air supremacy and ground attack missions.

First flown in 1988, the Gripen entered service with the Swedish Air Force in 1996. Currently, 270 have
been manufactured, and it is in service with the air arms of several other countries, as well, including
South Africa, the Czech Republic, and Hungary.

With a maximum take-off weight of 30,000 Ibs., it is one of the lightest fighters in the world. With re-
spect to armament, the Gripen is equipped with an internally-mounted 27 mm cannon, and can carry the
very latest air-to-air and air-to-ground ordinance on under-wing pylons.

In 2007, Saab began development of a larger, more capable version, including single- and two-seat vari-
ants, and designated JAS-39 E and F. The new version is not only larger, but has substantially more in-
ternal fuel, due to relocation of the main landing gear from the fuselage to the inner wings, resulting in a
combat radius between 800 and 1,000 miles, and has in-flight refueling capability as well. It is powered
by a General Electric F404 turbofan, providing 22,000 lbs. of thrust, and the ability to “super cruise”, or
fly supersonic, without the need for use of the afterburner. Perhaps the most notable improvements are
in its avionics, featuring an active electronically scanned array radar and a very advanced and capable
electronic warfare and countermeasures suite. The first Gripen E was delivered in 2016, and several
countries are evaluating it as their next generation fighter, and a much cheaper alternative to the more
expensive 5th generation fighters, such as the F-35 Lightning. Saab is also advancing development of
carrier-based and unmanned versions.
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EARLIEST AERIAL ADVERTISEMENT?

The museum has received photostatic copies of a number of ~ e
newspaper clippings about the Gelatine, an early twentieth ' Y
century airship owned by Charles B. Knox. The clippings AIR S H i p
include what is purported to be the earliest aerial advertise-

ment. As shown to the right, the advertisement is for a pub- | T I N E
lic Fourth of July flight at the Tri-county Firemen’s Celebra- | G E L A =
tion in Canajoharie, NY in 1906. Alas, an “accident that
happened to a valve” prevented the flight from taking place

and resulted in a charge that the event was “the biggest fake
ever advertised in the Mohawk Valley.”

Mr. Knox, owner of the Charles B. Knox Gelatine Company
of Johnstown, NY, responded to the charge by returning the
$500 that he had received for the flight, even though his con-
tract authorized him to be paid whether or not the flight took
place. Mr. Knox asked that the returned money be used first
for a fire alarm system for Canajoharie and then for the bal-
ance to be donated to the local fire companies.

The Gelatine did get off the ground on July 7 but apparently |
that flight was not as good as hoped for. Success, neverthe-
less, did come at the Oneonta Fair in September 1906 when WILL MAKE A FLIGHT AT

the Gelatine made two “very successful demonstrations of |
aerial navigation”. C A NAJ O H A R l E

“The gas bag was filled at noon and a storage bag also filled ‘_!
to be drawn upon when the airship’s reservoir needed re- |
plenishing...Then the crew about the airship became active |
and...the ship was attached to the gas bag, properly
weighted with sand bags and made ready for flight. Innu-
merable cords, which are at the ends of the strands forming
the net about the gas bag attach to the skeleton frame of the
airship. The six horse power gasoline engine, which drives
the propeller, rests in a frame a little ahead of the center and
the propeller draws rather than drives the ship through the
air, being at the front end. A large rudder in the rear, oper-
ated by cords, steers the machine. Aeronaut Elmer Van | JULY 4th’ 1906.
Vranken gave his personal attention to the details for mak-

ing ready and took his place on the ship before it was taken

from the inclosure to be released. He has no seat to rest upon and the ride cannot be called a pleasure
trip. Mr. Van Vranken’s duties are numerous and it is necessary for him to climb about the framework
while in the air.

ML T AT

The ship was rested on two horses on the open space east of the main building until the engine was
started and adjusted. When the propeller was speeding properly, the aeronaut gave the word to release
him and the marvel of air transportation glided upwards.”

See more about Charles Knox in our Gallery I display.
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The Empire State
Aerosciences Museum is

supported in part by:

Business Benefactors
All Seasons Equipment
ALMAC Capital Corp
BBL
Charles White
Curtis Lumber Co., Inc.
1st National Bank of Scotia
Global Foundries
Golub Foundation
Hannay Reels
LoDolce Machine Company

Business Patrons
Richmor Aviation
Zonta Club of Schenectady

Business Supporters
All Seasons Equipment
Capitaland Motors
Civil Air Patrol
Hannaford
Hildt Aviation Bennington
Price Chopper
Russo Entertainment
Schenectady County
Community College
United Welding
Wal-Mart

Friends of ESAM
The Agneta Family
The Family of Carl Battaglia*
Carol Borthwick
Sanjay Correa
Raymond Davis
The Family of Roger Hannay
Chester & Ann Matthews™
Chester (Bud) & Katie
Matthews
David Montana
Mrs. Charles (Mardy) Moore*
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Newkirk
Mr. Ralph Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice York

Galaxy Club Members
Edward & Roberta Barili
Dr. Nancy Fitzroy
Frank Hackert
John Hackert
Dr. Philip Kennecott
James Liguori
James LaDolce
Kevin Millington
John Panoski
Ralph Rosenthal

The Family of Jansz Vander Veer*

*ESAM Charter Member

GROUNDSKEEPER EXTRAORDINAIRE

Restoration Group volunteer Mike Cole has been helping keep up the
museum grounds this Spring, mowing and clearing leaves and

Mike Cole and his Equipment

SUMMER DAY CAMP CANCELLED

ESAM’s popular summer day camp for young aviators is cancelled for
2020. The camp runs in conjunction with Schenectady County Com-
munity College which is only operating on-line activities for youth this
summer. We plan to have our summer camps back next year.

Sl Zam ! A

ESAM Community Room as it
recovers from water damage
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Above Top: A Restoration crew reinstalls the Concorde’s left wing tip. Pictured from right to left
are Restoration Group volunteers Mike Cole, Dan D’Amour, Dave Tripp and Peter Bergendahl.
Not pictured is Rich Bievenue who is operating the forklift.

Above Bottom: Both wingtips are installed. Restoration crewmembers enjoying the instaliment
of the Concorde’s wings are Rich Bievenue, Alfonse DiBlasio, Dave Tripp and Dan D’Amour. Not
pictured is Gary B. Davis who is taking the photo from on high.
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THE NATIONAL WARPLANE MUSEUM

The National Warplane Museum (NWM) approached ESAM about exchanging information in our
respective newsletters. ESAM is pleased to publish the following information about the National War-
plane Museum and has provided them information about ESAM for their newsletter.

The National Warplane Museum is located
in Livingston County, Geneseo, NY.

The NWM has a fine collection of both fly-
able and static display aircraft, World War II
vehicles, and an extensive collection of arti-
facts and memorabilia. Their mission has
been in support of awareness and education
about WW2 and the Korean conflict.

The Museum is located on a 6,000 ft. long
grass runway. This is the location for our
yearly Geneseo Airshow in July (the show
has been postponed until September this year
with no specific date set as yet).

Their flying C-47 is an actual combat veteran
having delivered paratroopers of the 82™
Airborne over Normandy on D-Day. It also
participated in Operation Market Garden,
immortalized in the film A Bridge Too Far.
The museum offers rides in this historic air-
plane as well as other aircraft in our collec-
tion.

The Museum has an operable DUKW which
is an amphibious vehicle more commonly
known as a Duck, jeeps, and a wide collec-
tion of WW2 uniforms and insignia.

Located in the Finger Lakes, Geneseo is an Top: C-47 W7 in flight

attractive college town with great restaurants Above: C119 at the National Warplane Museum
and accommodations. Other attractions in
the area include award winning wineries and Letchworth State Park, the Grand Canyon of the East.

Please note that because of the virus, the museum is currently closed. However, once open it can pro-
vide visitors with tours or you can self- guide. Most of the aircraft are not hidden behind ropes or barri-
ers which allows you to get up close and personal.

More information about the National Warplane Museum is available at:
www.nationalwarplanemuseum.com and
on Facebook at National Warplane Museum-Geneseo Airshow.
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JUNKERS JU 88 MODEL INSTALLED IN WORLD WAR II EXHIBIT

LAT]
£

Art Harvey's JU88 model is now installed
in the World War II German bomb sight
exhibit. Thanks to Trustee John Kolwaite
for installing the model.

The detail is extraordinary. For example the
“bent” pitot tube is placed at the proper an-
gle below the left engine, the gunner’s head
is turned toward the visitor and a just-
released bomb is depicted in the air below
the aircraft. The model is a thing of beauty
and enhances an already excellent World
War II exhibit.

Other parts of the World War II exhibit in-
clude: a B-25 top gun turret; a B-24 Norden
bomb sight; a German BZA-1 dive bombing
system,; stories about New York State World |
War II aviators; various World War II air-
plane parts; and artwork of the Enola Gay
signed by members of the crew who
dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

Right and Below: Two aspects of the
JU88 model in the World War Il exhibit
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OUR SUPPORTERS

We are pleased to acknowledge and welcome the following
NEW and RETURNING MEMBERS

Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Newkirk

Mr. James Conlon
Mr. Yves Nollet

Mr. Charles Blodgett
Mr. David A. Grimm
Mr. Dan Loegering

Bethlehem Public Library
Kinderhook Memorial Library

Mr. & Mrs. Bengtson-Kilbourn

Ms. Karen Bond
Mr. Robert Dawes
Mr. Gary Gershon

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gullo

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Morrett

Mr. & Mrs. James Salvino
Mr. James Uram

Ms. Maria Esposito
Mr. Aaron Lauber

Mr. Richard Aichele
Mr. Richard Bingham
Mr. Gerald Crawmer
Mr. Paul Dickson
Mr. Gary L. Jones
Mr. Charles W. Marshall
Mr. David Nash
Ms. Patricia A. Renna
Mr. Preston Van Patten

VIP Friends of ESAM
Mr. Raymond Davis

VIP Sustaining
Mr. Alfonzo DiBlasio

VIP Supporting
Mr. Robert Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Sargent

VIP Contributing
Mr.& Mrs. Daniel DeBellis
Mr. Michael Levy
Ms. Ronnie & Samantha Quinn

Libraries
Castleton Public Library
North Greenbush Public Library

Family
Mr. Richard Bievenue
Ms. Lynn Chevalier
Dr. Michael DePetrillo, Jr.
Ms. Serafin Gordon-Oster
Mr. & Mrs. James Howard
Mr. Ted Neuman
Mr. Stephen Schmidt

Individual
Mr. David W. Greenwood
Mr. Paul Toscino

Senior Citizen & Student
Mr. Louis Bach
Mr. Larry Britt
Mr. Dennis Cusano
Ms. Loretta Gillen
Mr. Thomas Koehler
Mr. Samuel Maschke
Mr. Patrick Piccirilli
Mr. Anthony Russo
Mr. Ronald Volungus

Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Vore

Mr. G. Sean McCullough
Mr. Mark Shalonis

Ms. Donna Esposito
Mr. Larry Lewis

Friends of the Stillwater Library

Ms. Dawn Bishop
Mr. Carleton Davis
Mr. John Gansfuss
Mr. Jeffrey Gorss
Mr. Franz LaVigne
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Nobles
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Stoklosa

Mr. James Kostrubanic

Mr. Peter Bergendahl
Mr. Michael Cole
Mr. Gary W. Dansfield
Mr. Charles H. Huppert
Mr. Lawrence Krug
Mr. Richard Murphy
Mr. Paul Quantock
Mr. Paul Scholz
Mr. Charles Weissend
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HAPPENINGS AT ESAM
MUSEUM HOURS
General Museum Admission — $8 per adult; $6 per senior and military; $5 age 6-16;
under 6 free when accompanied by an adult
free admission to active duty military personnel and up to 5 family members
Simulated Reality Vehicle (SRV) — Ride: $5
REOPENING ON JULY 31ST!
ESAM Membership Application
Please check one: NEW MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES:
INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY VIP: BUSINESS
Senior Citizen $35 Contributing $80 Supporter $285
Student $35 Supporting $135 Patron $500
Individual $45 Sustaining $285 Benefactor $1,000
Family $60 Galaxy Club $500 Not for Profit/School/Library $60
Friend of ESAM
$1,000 Small Business $100 Please make your check payable to ESAM
Mail to ESAM, 250 Rudy Chase Drive,
Glenville, NY 12302
Name
Address If your company offers a matching gift pro-
City State Zip gram, please contact them with the amount of
ift
Phone: Home () your gtit.
Matching Gift Compan
Work ( ) £ pany

E-mail address




